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1
APPARATUS FOR ADJUSTING COVERAGE
OF A PORTION OF A BODY OF A WEARER
IN AN ARTICLE OF CLOTHING

FIELD OF INVENTION

This invention relates to a devices for adjusting the fit an
article of clothing. More specifically, the invention involves
a device for gathering a section of material in pants, jeans,
skirts and other articles of clothing to adjust a degree of
coverage to selectively reveal a portion of the body such as
the midriff or lower abdominal areas.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Since the cultural revolution of the 1960s, Western society
has become more open and tolerant to ideas that challenge
traditional concepts. One forum for the expression of change
that confronts tradition is fashion. For instance, the casual-
ization of the work place has brought with it a decline to the
formality previously associated with dress suits, jackets and
ties that have been a staple to the corporate world for over
a century.

Another such example of liberalism in fashion is the
evident increase in outfits that increasingly display previ-
ously hidden portions of the body through the tailored
reduction of material. The development of the bikini from
the bathing suit is one such example of this design concept.
Miniskirts and short dresses are another. Overall, fashions
that reveal and emphasize the body and its natural curves
and characteristics are extremely popular. Both men and
women find attire that exposes or accentuates the body to be
very appealing.

A more current trend in style is an increased exposure of
the torso, hips and abdominal area of the body. In the context
of pants, jeans, shorts, skirts, and other apparel, the waist-
lines on these articles have been recently lowered to reveal
more by cutting excess material to reduce the size of the
article of clothing. For instance, designers, manufacturers
and distributors in the jeans industry, make ‘low-rise’ and
‘extra low-rise’ jeans for women with many variations in
color, preparation and degree of tightness in the leg and seat
area. However, due to the highly varying shapes and sizes of
women and differences in the manufacturing process, find-
ing the right fit for any individual is difficult. Some jeans
may rest lower or higher on the waist than others and hence
reveal more or less midriff than desired. In short, the right
cut is hard to find.

Even if an appropriate cut can be found, a lack of
adjustability due to nature of the cut limits usefulness. For
example, while a greater degree of body exposure may be
desired at certain times during the day, more coverage at
other times might be desired. This cannot be accomplished
by material reduction without having several outfits. Thus, a
reduction of material on more traditional articles of clothing
is not a sufficiently dynamic solution.

The solution of simply wearing pushed down clothing
cannot effectively address these issues. Since these articles
are not designed to be worn in this manner, the approach
tends to be uncomfortable for the wearer. Moreover, the
clothing will inevitably return to its natural position during
movement.

In sum, current articles of clothing lack a dynamic design
to provide for comfort, support, style and fit to satisfy the
contemporary desire for adjustably revealing apparel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
In view of the prior art deficiencies, an objective of the
present invention is to provide an article of clothing and
associated device to increase abdominal or midriff exposure.
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A further objective of the present invention is to provide
such an article and device that is adjustable to accommodate
different body sizes and to vary a degree of exposure.

A still further objective of the present invention is to
provide such a device appropriate for use in various types of
clothing including pants, jeans, shorts, shirts and skirts.

Additional objectives will be apparent to those skilled in
the art from the description of the invention as contained
herein.

In its broadest aspects, the invention is an article of
clothing and a device for adjusting the article to reveal a
portion of the body such as an abdominal area. In the
preferred embodiment the means for adjusting is a cinch.
The device preferably includes a cord attached through an
adjustable section of material in a manner to permit the
material to be gathered or bunched together when the cord
is drawn. The cinch has a means for securing that allows the
cord to be secured in one or more positions. In a preferred
pants embodiment of the invention, the adjustment changes
the distance between the waistline and crotch of the pants to
increase or decrease the distance between the waistline and
crotch to variably cover or reveal the lower abdominal area
of the wearer. In this preferred embodiment of the invention
an elastic cord is provided with snaps including a ring sized
to couple or interlock with nipples on the pants.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a preferred embodiment of the cinch of the
Invention in a pair of pants on a wearer;

FIG. 2 illustrates a wearer unfastening the preferred
embodiment of the cinch of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates a wearer adjusting the preferred cinch of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 4 illustrates the adjustment of a degree of exposure
of the lower abdomen and gathering of material of the article
of clothing of the embodiment of the cinch of FIG. 1,

FIG. 5 shows the wearer securing a cinch of FIG. 11in a
position to increase exposure;

FIG. 6 is a front elevated view of a portion of the cinch
device and pants of FIG. 1 in the gathered position of FIG.
5;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged view of a cord portion of the cinch
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 is a fragmented sectional view of a secured portion
of the cinch and pants of FIG. 1 taken along lines 8—38 of
FIG. 6;

FIG. 9 is a partial lateral view of the cinch and pants of
FIG. 1 taken along lines 9—9 of FIG. 6 depicting a degree
of adjustment between a gathered position and an ungath-
ered position;

FIG. 10 is an internal rear view of the cinch and a portion
of the pants of FIG. 1 in a gathered position taken along lines
10—10 of FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

A preferred embodiment an article of clothing for adjust-
ing the coverage of a portion of the body to adjustably reveal
more or less of a body part is generally depicted in FIGS.
1-6. The apparatus includes an article of clothing such as a
pair of pants 2 and includes a type of cinch 4. Various
components of a preferred embodiment of the cinch of the
invention are shown in FIGS. 7-10.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the cinch 4
provides an adjustment function for adjusting an adjustable
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section 3 of material of an article of clothing. For example,
in a pair of pants worn by a user as shown in FIGS. 1-6, the
cinch 4 is capable of adjusting a portion of the waistline §
of the pants 2 by gathering the adjustable section 3 of
material in an approximately vertical manner when worn by
a user to decrease the coverage arca of a portion of the body
adjacent to the adjustable section 3 of material to reveal or
expose the portion of the body. In this way, the pants 2 are
adjustable to selectively reduce or increase the distance
between the waistline 5 and the crotch 7. In FIGS. 1-6, the
section of material is shown in different positions to reveal
or cover a varying portion of the lower abdomen of the
wearer W. FIG. 1 depicts the invention in a full coverage
position relative to the partial coverage position or revealing
position of FIG. 5.

The preferred cinch 4 includes a cord 10 as a means for
adjusting the article of clothing. The length of the cord may
be chosen so that it is sufficient to bunch or gather a desired
section of material when the cinch 4 is adjusted to a partial
coverage or revealing position of FIG. § as well as allow the
material to return to the full coverage position of FIG. 1.
While only one cord 10 is needed for the cinch 4 and more
cords can be used, a preferred embodiment of the invention
utilizes two separate cords as seen in the figures which
jointly gather the material in the front section of the pants 2.
By spacing multiple cords, they providing for a broader
surface area for adjusting the adjustable section 3 of the
material of the article of clothing.

The cord 10 may be constructed from a variety of mate-
rials or combinations thereof. Typically, the cord 10 is
composed from traditional natural and synthetic fibers.
However, leather, rubber, fabric, plastic and other natural
and synthetic materials may be utilized as well. Basically,
provided that the cord 10 is of a material that is capable of
providing the adjustment described herein, it may be used as
a cord 10. It is understood that other devices may be
substituted for the cord 10 which would be equally accept-
able for accomplishing the adjustment aspects of the inven-
tion. For example, a strap or belt could serve as part of the
cinch 10.

In a preferred embodiment, the cord 10 is composed of an
elastic material. A cord 10 comprised of elastic can achieve
a greater degree of extension than its non-elastic counterpart
and can therefore make securing the cinch 4 easier for the
user. Moreover, a more stable hold of the adjustable sections
of material may be achieved when the cord 10 is secured
with a securing means since the securing means will be less
likely to release accidentally during body movement since
the cord 10 itself will tend to stretch with movement before
the securing means will inadvertently release.

The cord 10 is fixed to a fixed portion 7a of the adjustable
section 3 of material to permit the section of material to
gather or bunch in relation to the cord 10. For example, the
cord 10 may reside within a channel 8 or channels made
from an additional layer of material in the pants 2. The
channel 8 is part of the adjustable section 3 of the material
of the pants 2. At an end of the channel 8 the cord 10 is
attached to the fixed portion 7a. In the embodiment of the
invention shown in the figures, the fixed portion 7a is near
the crotch 7 of the pants. In this way, the adjustable section
3 of material may gather in relation to the action of the cord
from the waistline 5 towards the fixed portion 7a near the
crotch 7 of the pants 2.

Although other ways of integrating the cord 10 and
adjustable section 3 to permit gathering of the adjustable
section 3 of the material of the pants 2, the channel 8 has
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advantages particularly over embodiments without such a
feature. Channels offer a generally permanent site for hous-
ing the cord 10. This prevents the cord 10 from shifting
freely and rubbing or irritating the wearer’s skin in the
vicinity of the cord 10. Furthermore, locating the cord 10 in
a channel 8 or channels prevents lateral movement of the
cord and thus provides consistency of performance so that
the gathered article of clothing will have a consistent appear-
ance. It also promotes a smother more even look by restrict-
ing the size of the folds 14 of gathered material.

The preferred cinch 4 also serves the function of securing
the adjustment achieved with the cord 10 as just described.
For this function, a means for securing 6a, 6b the cord 10 is
incorporated with the cord 10. Generally, the means for
securing 6a, 6b prevents the gathered material from revert-
ing back to an ungathered position. Many different fasieners
of engaging members are appropriate as a means for secur-
ing 6a, 6b to the cord 10. However, they are preferred to be
relatively simple to fasten and unfasten so that a user can
adjust the cinch 4 with minimal effort.

In the embodiment shown in the figures, a securing device
is fixed to a portion of the cord 10 opposite to the portion of
the cord that is attached to the fixed portion 7a of the
adjustable section 3 of material of the pants 2. This preferred
embodiment of the means for securing 6a, 6b includes
reciprocal devices for coupling with the cord 10 arranged on
the adjustable section 3 of material of the pants 2. For
example, in a preferred embodiment of the cinch 4, snaps are
used to fasten the cord 10. In this version, one or more
nipples 6b or protruding members located on the front
exterior section of the pants 2 are sized to connect or couple
together with a ring 6a affixed on the cord 10. Obviously, the
ring 6 on the cord 10 may be switched with the protruding
members on the pants 2. Also, other securing means may be
used in addition to or instead of snaps, such as buttons,
hooks, clasps, clamps, clips, latches, Velcro, etc.

Of course, the means for securing 6a, 6 need not have
separate pieces as just disclosed. Other means may be used,
for example, an adjustable crimping device on the cord 10
may be used to prevent the section of material from ungath-
ering once it has been gathered to varying degrees on the
cord 10 to lower the waistline 5 of the pants 2 to the crotch
7.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention as shown in
the figures, several nipples 6b are arranged on the adjustable
section 3 of material of the pants 2 to provide varying
degrees of adjustment to the gathering of the adjustable
section 3. In the preferred embodiment, three nipples are
used. When used, the nipple proximate to the waistline 5 of
the pants 2 does not result in gathering of the adjustable
section 3. Use of the furthest nipple from the waistline 5
results in the greatest degree of gathering, i.e., the greatest
degree of reduction in the distance from the waistline 5 to
the crotch 7. The middle nipple between the previously
mentioned nipples will result in a smaller degree of gather-
ing. Additional nipples 6b may be provided to provide for a
greater degree of variation in the distance.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention a tab 12
surrounds the ring 62 and fixed to the cord 10. The tab
provides a larger surface area adjacent to the ring 6a to make
manipulation of the ring 6a easier. It may be formed with a
section of fabric, leather, plastic, metal or other materials.

Use of an embodiment of the invention is illustrated by
examination FIGS. 1-5 in sequence. As shown in FIG. 2, a
wearer W disengages a ring 6a on the cord from its position
on the nipple nearest to the waistline of the pants 2. Then,
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in FIG. 3, the wearer W uses the cord 10 to gather adjustable
section 3 of the pants 2 as the cord 10 moves through the
channel 8. As the cord 10 is pulled, material gathers in a
direction as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. The cinch 4 keeps the
material bunched together when secured by ring 62 and
nipple as shown in FIG. 5. In this gathered position, the cord
10 is snapped into place.

With this invention a wearer W can adjust a degree of
desired exposure of the lower abdominal area. The cinch 4
eliminates the problems associated with manually pushing
down a front area of pants in an attempt to show more of a
lower abdominal area. The cinch maintains desired exposure
without the gathered material creeping up from the wearer’s
movement.

The cinch 4 is particularly valuable as it gives each pair
of pants a heightened degree of versatility by allowing
varying levels of adjustment. For individuals where it would
be inappropriate to expose an abundance of the midriff area,
such as at work or in an office environment, the pants may
be adjusted for minimal exposure. In other more suitable
surroundings, the pants may be adjusted to exposc more of
the abdominal area, such as at the beach or in a club.
Additionally, the adjustment feature provides versatility to
assist in accommodating women of different sizes.

Although this invention has been described with reference
to a particular embodiment, it is to be understood that this is
merely illustrative of an application of the principles of the
invention. Numerous modifications to the embodiments
discussed herein may be made and other arrangements may
be devised without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention. For example, the invention of variations thereof
may be used in skirts, shorts or shirts to provide the ability
to reveal more or less of a body part proximate to the
adjustable section of the article of clothing.

I claim:

1. An apparatus for adjusting a coverage of a portion of
the body of a wearer comprising;:

a material so formed to comprise an article of clothing,
said material having an adjustable section, said adjust-
able section designed with a coverage area in said
article of clothing, said coverage area to conceal a
portion of a body of a wearer;

a cord comprised of two seperate lengths with a fixed
portion and an engaging portion, wherein said fixed
portion is attached through said adjustable section and
fixed thereto;

a first engaging member on said engaging portion of said
cord; and

a plurality of second engaging members arranged on said
adjustable section of said material, wherein each of said
second engaging members are selectively engagable
with said first engaging member,

whereby sclectively engaging said first engaging member
to at least one of said second engaging members will
gather said adjustable section of material to reduce said
coverage area to reveal said portion of a body of a
wearer.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said article of

clothing is a pair of pants.

3. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein said portion of a body
is a lower abdomen.
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4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein said plurality of
second engaging members are arranged to provide different
degrees of exposure of said portion of a body of a wearer.

5. The apparatus of claim 4 wherein said first engaging
member and said plurality of second engaging members
comprise snaps.

6. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein said cord is com-
prised of an elastic material.

7. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein said first engaging
member comprises a ring.

8. The apparatus of claim 7 wherein each of said plurality
of second engaging members comprises a protruding portion
sized to interlock with said ring.

9. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein said adjustable
section comprises a channel sized to receive said two
separate lengths of said cord.

10. An adjustable article of clothing comprises:

A material with a front section having a coverage area to

conceal a lower abdominal area of a wearer;

a means for adjusting said front section affixed to be a part

of said front section; and

a means for selectively securing said means for adjusting

affixed to be a part of said material and said means for
adjusling,

wherein said means for adjusting reduces or increases said

coverage area of said front section by gathering or
ungathering said material in said front section to reduce
or increase coverage of said lower abdominal area to
reveal more or less of said lower abdominal area,
wherein said material comprises a pair of pants, said
means for adjusting comprises a cord and wherein said
means for selectively securing comprises a ring.

11. The adjustable of clothing of claim 10, where said
cord is comprised of two separate lengths.

12. The adjustable article of clothing of claim 11 wherein
said front section comprises a channel sized to receive said
separate lengths of said cord.

13. The adjustable article of clothing of claim 10 wherein
said means for selectively securing further comprises a
plurality of protruding members sized to interlock with said
ring.

14. The adjustable article of clothing of claim 13 wherein
said plurality of protruding members is arranged to provide
a different coverage area at said front section when each of
said plurality of protruding members is interlocked with said
ring.

15. An article of clothing comprising:

a pair of pants with a front section designed for coverage

of a lower abdominal area of a wearer;

a cord through a channel in said front section, said cord

fixed at one end of said channel in said front section;

a tab and ring attached to an end of said cord;

a plurality of nipples each sized to engage said ring;

wherein said nipples are arranged on said front section

and a length of said cords are chosen so that said front
section gathers approximately vertically when worn to
decrease said coverage of said lower abdominal area
when said tab and ring engages at least one of said
nipples thereby providing an article of clothing to
adjustably reveal a lower abdominal area of a wearer.
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